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AAARY IS BORN

THE parents of the Blessed Virgin were

Saint Joachim and Saint Anne. For

a long time they were without children.



AT LAST God answered their prayers and

L granted them a daughter. They gave

her the name Mary, which means Lady, or

Star of the Sea.

Mary's soul was always in the grace and

friendship of God. She is the Immaculate

Conception because she never had original

sin, the first sin committed by Adam and Eve,

which all of us have when we come into this

world.

Mary was chosen by God from all eternity

to give us a Savior. The birthday brings to

our minds the holiness of the Mother God

has prepared for Himself.



AAARY IS OFFERED

IN THE TEMPLE

WHEN Mary was three years old, her

parents took her to the Temple in

Jerusalem to offer her to God. They had

made a promise before her birth to do so.

Some say that Mary lived in the Temple

from the age of three to the age of twelve,

working as a servant girl.



MARY gave her whole

life to God. The
Heavenly Father looked upon

her as His beloved daughter.

The Son of God loved her as

the one chosen to become

His Mother. The Holy Spirit

made her beautiful with His

grace as His holy Bride.



AAARY WITH HER MOTHER

SAINT Anne was a good mother of her Httle

daughter and taught her to pray and to read

holy books. From Saint Anne, Mary heard the

story of the chosen people and of the Messiah

Who was to save the whole world. She did not

think that God would choose her to be the Mother

of His Son.

Mary was always kind, humble and obedient

to her parents. Everyone loved her.



AAARY AND JOSEPH ARE MARRIED

WHEN Mary was about sixteen years old,

she was married to a young carpenter

named Joseph.

God wanted His Son to be born of a pure

and holy virgin. He wanted Saint Joseph to be

the foster father of Jesus and the head of the

holy Family.



THE ANGEL SPEAKS

TO MARY

GOD sent the Angel

Gabriel to Mary at

Nazareth. He said, ''Hail,

full of grace! The Lord is

with you. Blessed are you^

among women. Do not

fear, Mary. You are to be

a mother, and to bear a

Son, and to call Him Jesus.

He will be the Son of God,

and King over all His people.

¥^ -^

"How will that be?"

Mary asked.

The angel answered, *The

Holy Spirit will come upon

you and by His power the

Child to be born of you

will be the Son of God."

Mary said, "See, I am
the servant-girl of the Lord.

May all that you have said

be done in me!"

At that moment the Son

of God became man under

her heart.



AAARY VISITS ELIZABETH

THE angel also told Mary that her cousin

Elizabeth was to have a child in her old age.

Mary went at once to help her. The Holy Spirit let

Elizabeth know that Mary was to be Mother of God,

so Elizabeth greeted her, ''Blessed are you among

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb/'

Mary said, ''My soul praises the Lord. All

people shall call me blessed, for God has done great

things for me."





JESUS IS BORN IN A STABLE

THE Emperor ordered all people to write their

names on a list in the town where they

were born. Mary and Joseph were of a family

of David, so they went from Nazareth to the city

of David, called Bethlehem.

Since there were many people in Bethlehem,

there was no room for Mary and Joseph in the

place where travelers stayed. They had to spend

the night in a stable which was used for cattle.

That night, Jesus was born. Mary wrapped Him
in soft clothes and laid Him in a manger. With

great joy Mary and Joseph adored this beautiful

Child. He was the Son of God Who had come
to save the world from sin. God gave us His Son

on this first Christmas Day.

Some shepherds came to see the Child. They

told Mary that an angel had appeared and told

them to go to Bethlehem. They also heard many
angels singing, "Glory to God in the highest

heavens, and on earth peace to men of good will."

They knelt down to adore the Infant Jesus.
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MARY OFFERS JESUS IN THE TEMPLE

FORTY days after the birth of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph took Him to the Temple in

Jerusalem to offer Him to God. There they met

a holy old man named Simeon, who took the

Child into his arms and prayed. "You may take

me out of this world, O Lord, because I have

seen Him Who is our salvation and our light."

Then he said to Mary, '^Because of this Child

a sword of sorrow will pierce your heart." Mary
remembered that her Son would one day die to

save the world. She now offered Him to God as

the Savior of us all.

Mary and Joseph offered a pair of young

pigeons as a sacrifice to God.
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THE MAGI VISIT JESUS AND MARY

SOME time later Mary saw three men^ dressed

in strange and rich clothing like kings, bow
down before her Child to adore him as King of the

Jews. These Magi came from faraway lands, guided

by a star which led them to Bethlehem. The star

was a sign to them that a king was born to rule the

world. They offered Jesus gifts of gold, incense,

and spices, and then returned to their own country.
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THE HOLY FAMILY

FLEES INTO EGYPT

AN ANGEL appeared to Joseph in his sleep and

L said, ''Arise, take the Child and His Mother;

flee into Egypt, and remain there until I shall tell

you, for Herod wants to kill the Child." So Joseph

took the Child and His Mother and left that very

night for Egypt.

Herod killed all the boys in Bethlehem who
were two years old or less. After Herod died, the

angel told Joseph to return to Nazareth.
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THE HOLY FAMILY AT NAZARETH

IN THEIR little home at Nazareth Mary's hap-

piest moments were spent with her little

Boy Whom she knew to be the Son of God. She

loved and adore Him.

When Jesus was older, He helped His foster

father in the workshop, where Mary often visited

Him. The Holy Family worked and prayed and

shared their joys together.
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MARY FINDS JESUS
IN THE TEMPLE

WHEN Jesus was twelve, He went to the

Temple with Mary and Joseph. After the

feast, His parents left, but Jesus remained behind.

Three days later, they found Jesus in the Tem-

ple with the teachers of the law. Mary asked, ''Son,

why have You done this to us?'' Jesus replied, ''Did

vou not know that I had to be in My Father's house?"

Jesus returned to Nazareth and obeyed them.
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AAARY AT THE AAARRIAGE FEAST

wHEN Jesus was thirty years old He began

the work for which He was sent. He

preached, healed the sick and

' "^ *\ worked miracles.

At a wedding feast in Cana

Jesus changed water into wine

when His Mother told Him
there was no more wine. By
His first miracle He showed

us that He will not refuse

His Mother's wishes.
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AAARY MEETS JESUS

AFTER three years of

,/\ preaching and heahng,

Jesus was captured by the

Jews and condemned to

death, beaten and crowned

with thorns.

Mary followed with John

and some of the women as

Jesus carried His Cross.

At one place Jesus and Mary met. She suffered

very much because she loved Jesus and us.
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MARY SEES JESUS

DIE ON THE CROSS

r\N CALVARY Mary saw Jesus nailed to

^^ the cross and raised between two thieves.

She heard His words from the Cross, "Father,

forgive them, for they do not know what they

are doing,'' and His words to the good thief,

'This day you shall be with Me in paradise."

As Mary stood beneath the cross, she heard

Jesus speak to her, "Woman, there is your son."

Then He said to the disciple John, "There is

your Mother." By these words Jesus gave Mary

to the care of His best loved disciple, and we

became children of Mary.

Mary heard the last words of Jesus: "My

God, why have You forsaken Me? It is finished!

Father, into Your hands I give My soul." She

saw Jesus bow His head and die. She watched

the soldiers pierce the side of Jesus with a

spear.
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JESUS LIES IN AAARY'S ARMS

THE friends of Jesus took Him down
from the cross and laid Him in the

waiting arms of His sorrowful Mother. Our
sins have made her suffer very much.

Then the body of Jesus was placed in a

tomb near Calvary. When Mary left the

tomb, the men rolled a stone before the

opening. All left with sad hearts.
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JESUS APPEARS TO HIS MOTHER AAARY

AT DAWN on Easter Sunday Jesus rose by

L His divine power. He surely appeared to His

Mother first. He had received from her the body

that was now so glorious. Since she shared in all

His sufferings, it was right that she should share

in the joy and glory of His victory.

^ The Risen Jesus pre-

pared His Mother for her

part as Mother of the

Church which He founded.
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MARY

SEES JESUS

RISE

TO HEAVEN
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to the holy women,

and to the Apostles and

disciples.



The Resurrection was the greatest sign

that He was God and that the Church He

began was the one true Church.

Mary saw Jesus for the last time when He

appeared to His disciples on the Mount of

Olives, forty days after He rose from the dead.

After commanding them to go to teach all

nations, He blessed His Mother and the disci-

ples in farewell. He rose into the clouds to

return to His Father in heaven. How Mary

longed to go with Him! She teaches us to love

Jesus with all our heart in joy and in pain.
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THE HOLY SPIRIT

COMES DOWN UPON

AAARY AND THE APOSTLES

X
t



MARY returned with the disciples to Jeru-

salem to pray and await the coming

of the Holy Spirit, Whom Jesus had promised.

On the tenth day, the feast of Pentecost,

there came a sound from heaven like a great

wind. Tongues of fire rested upon each of

them, and they were filled with the Holy

Spirit as they prayed.

The Holy Spirit came down upon the

Blessed Virgin as He had at the Annunciation

when He made her the Mother of God. Now
He made her the mother of all of us on this

birthday of the Church.
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AAARY IS TAKEN TO HEAVEN

llyTARY'S last years on earth were spent
^^^ close to the Blessed Sacrament. Saint

John said Mass each day in his own home,

where Mary lived, and gave her Jesus in Holy

Communion.

As Mary's love for Jesus grew greater, so

also her desire to be with Jesus grew strong.

One day Jesus came for His Mother. After she

died, the Apostles took her body to a new
tomb near the Garden of Olives. By the As-

sumption we believe that the Blessed Virgin

Mary was taken up into heaven, body and soul.

This was her reward for her love of God and

all of us, and for her prayers and sufferings.

At the Annunciation Mary received Jesus

on earth; at the Assumption Jesus received

her in heaven.



^^



JESUS CROWNS MARY QUEEN

OF HEAVEN

JESUS led His Mother to a throne of glory in

heaven, next to His own. As she felt pain

and sorrow with Him on earth, she now feels joy

with Him in heaven forever. As Jesus put a most

beautiful crown upon her head, all the angels

and saints praised her as their Queen. She bowed

to the Most Blessed Trinity and again could say

her prayer of praise: ''My soul praises the Lord.

All people shall call me blessed, for God has

done great things for me."

The Blessed Virgin Mary now shares in the

glory of her Son because she had a part in the

great work of saving our souls. She is Queen of

all of us. She obtains all graces for us through her

prayers. As her children we should pray to her

in all our needs.



AAARY OUR MOTHER

l%yfARY is our true

^^^ mother. Jesus gave

her to us from the cross

when He said, "There is

your mother." In heaven

she obtains many graces

and blessings for us.

Mary loves us very

much. We should love

her as Jesus did and pray

to her every day. Mary
will keep us from sin and

lead us to her loving Son

and our Savior.



Dear parents:

The St. Joseph Picture Books Series is intended to help you teach the basics

of the Catholic Faith to your children in an enjoyable manner. The books in the

Series deal with one or more of the following themes: (1) the teachings of the

Church, (2) the Christian way of life, and (3) our Catholic worship (including

both public and private prayers and devotions). Each book also carries the Im-

primatur of the Archdiocese of New York, assuring you that the contents are in

line with Church teaching.

This best-selling Series has been used and appreciated by thousands of chil-

dren. They have been captivated by page after page of original four-color illus-

trations and clear typographical layout At the same time, their young minds

have grasped the teachings set forth in simple reverent language. May your

children also experience this same enjoyment and knowledge.

The Publishers

Now 69 Books in this St. Joseph PICTURE BOOKS Series

Magnificent new series of religious books for children, superbly illus-

trated in full color and sinnpiy written, that will help all children to bet-

ter understand the Catholic Faith. Ideal for home or school.

No. Title

275 My Picture Missal

276 1 Believe in God

278 The Seven Sacraments

279 The Miracles of Jesus

280 Mary, My Mother

281 The Angels

282 God Loves Us All

283 Good St. Joseph

284 The Holy Rosary

285 The Apostles of Jesus

286 St. Francis of Assisi

287 The Ten Commandments

288 My First Prayer Book

289 St. Paul the Apostle

290 St. Peter the Apostle

291 The Parables of Jesus

292 Following Jesus

293 My Friend Jesus

294 My Day With Jesus

295 Book of Saints (Parti)

296 Book of Saints (Part 2)

297 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

298 Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha

No. Title

299 The Stations of the Cross

301 The Feasts of Jesus

302 The Teaching of Jesus

303 Promises of Sacred Heart

304 My Life With God

305 The Works of Mercy

306 My First Picture Dictionary

307 Book of Saints (Part 3)

308 Book of Saints (Part 4)

309 Pray Always

310 The Holy Spirit

381 Prayers for Everyday

382 My First Catechism

383 St. Martin de Porres

384 The Eight Beatitudes

385 St. Patrick

386 St. Anthony of Padua

387 Our Lady of Fatima

388 The Boy Jesus

389 Our Father and Hail Mary

390 Our Lady of Guadalupe

391 Our Lady of Lourdes

392 Going to Confession

No. Title

393 Book of Saints (Part 5)

394 Book of Saints (Part 6)

395 Precepts of the Church

396 Sacramentals of Church

397 Holy Eucharist

398 Psalms for Children

399 Great Men: Old Testament

486 Great Men.- New Testament

487 Great Women of the Bible

488 Children's Prayers to Mary

489 Mass for Children

490 My First Prayers

491 Receiving Holy Communion

492 Story of Easter

493 ChiM. Prayers-All Occasions

494 The Church Year

495 Celebrating Advent

496 A Child's Prayers in Verse

497 The Way of the Cross

498 Celebrating Christmas

499 Our Parish Church

500 Book of Saints (Part 7)

501 Book of Saints (Part 8)

WHEREVER CATHOUC BOOKS ARE SOLD
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A Golden Treasury of the Catholic Faith
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